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Acknowledging this Land and Labor

The Curb Cut Effect

Quote slide

The presenters of this session choose to recognize that Chicago is located on land that is and has 
long been a center for Native peoples. As the City of Chicago conveys, “The area is the traditional 
homelands of the Anishinaabe, or the Council of the Three Fires: the Ojibwe, Odawa, and 
Potawatomi Nations. Many other Nations consider this area their traditional homeland, including 
the Myaamia, Ho-Chunk, Menominee, Sac and Fox, Peoria, Kaskaskia, Wea, Kickapoo, and 
Mascouten….” 

In addition the presenters “...recognize that our country is continuously defined, supported, and 
built upon by oppressed communities and peoples. We acknowledge labor inequities and the 
shared responsibility for combatting oppressive systems in our daily work.” (Source CSULB)

https://www.chicityclerk.com/land-acknowledgement-resolution-0#:~:text=The%20City%20of%20Chicago%20is,%2C%20Odawa%2C%20and%20Potawatomi%20Nations.
https://www.csulb.edu/sites/default/files/document/labor_acknowledgment.pdf
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The curb cut effect refers to how design 
solutions intended for specific groups (such as 
curb cuts for wheelchair users) often benefit a 
wider range of people, highlighting the 
unintended positive impact of inclusive design.

The Curb Cut Effect
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● Ensuring that web and Slate pages are 
designed to be usable by everyone.

● This conversation is much broader than 
screen readers and ADA compliance.

What is Accessibility?
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Agenda
1     Accessibility as a Core Requirement

2    Accessibility & Slate Implementation

3    Leveling Up Slate Accessibility



+ Miami University’s Story

+ Miami -  Accessibility Begins in RFP 

and Continues in Implementation

Accessibility
as a Core 
Requirement
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Accessibility as a Core Requirement:
Miami University’s Story

The AccessMU Center works to create a more accessible environment by 

providing information and services to enhance equal access for students with 

and without disabilities. Responsibilities include the accessibility review and 

testing of applications, websites, and documents; accessibility training; and 

captioning support services.

Standard text-style slide



Miami Client Office Engagement
● Obtain and Review VPAT (Voluntary 

Product Accessibility Template) from the 
vendor

● Obtain test link and credential for access

Accessibility Testing
● Automated Testing
● Manual Testing
● Usability Testing (when applicable)
● Quality Assurance

Accessibility Begins with RFP, Continues with Implementation  

Vendor Engagement
● Share accessible testing results with client 

office and vendor
● A phone call to discuss findings
● The vendor provides a roadmap for 

remediation of defects
● Planned retest on mutually agreed upon 

timeline

Slide for sharing list / bulleted text



Miami University - Accessibility as a Core Requirement: 
Sources & Resources

● Access MU - miamioh.edu/accessmu
● Miami Accessible Technology Policy (also linked on AccessMU)
● Miami Procurement Accessible Review Process

Standard text-style slide

http://miamioh.edu/accessmu
https://miamioh.edu/policy-library/administration-operations/it-services/accessible-technology.html?_ga=2.85681693.586958722.1715000270-1069047328.1710332312
https://miamioh.edu/it-services/accessmu/policy-procurement/procurement/index.html?_ga=2.82405650.586958722.1715000270-1069047328.1710332312


+ Where are we currently

+ Building with accessibility in mind

Accessibility & 
Slate 
Implementation
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Accessibility & Implementation

Where are we now?

● Pre-implementation Consultation
● Implementation

○ Begin July 2024
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Accessibility & Implementation

Building with Accessibility in Mind

● Carnegie implementation modules
● Testing, testing, testing!
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+ Alternative text

+ Line height

+ Mobile responsiveness

+ Presentation roles

+ Message groups

Leveling Up 
Slate 
Accessibility
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● What is it?
● Also called alt text, alternative text is the way to describe images to 

users with visual impairments; screen readers can read the alt text to 
give details about the media.

Alternative text
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● Standard functionality: 
None! Slate does not add alt 
text to any media.

● Level up! Alt text should exist 
if the image is conveying 
information and/or a function.

Alternative text
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● What is it?
● The amount of space between lines of text.
● Compliant line height: The differences between existentialism, nihilism, 

and absurdism are subtle yet profound.

● Noncompliant line height: The differences between existentialism, nihilism, and absurdism are subtle yet profound.

Line height
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● Standard functionality: In 
pixels, such as 90px. This is 
not responsive.

● Level up! Line height should 
at a minimum be as a percent, 
such as 150%. But em and rem 
are even better.

Line height
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● What is it?
● You probably know this one already; how we ensure our Slate pages and 

mailings look as good on a phone as they do on a laptop.

Mobile responsiveness
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● Standard functionality: 
Varies. You may find that 
some media is not inherently 
responsive.

● Level up! Hard code 
responsiveness and/or make 
width a percentage rather 
than in pixels.

Mobile responsiveness
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● What are they?
● Method to tell assistive technology to skip reading the code that creates 

a table and only read the user-facing text.
● Such as in the example…

<cellpadding="0" cellspacing="0" class="es-wrapper" width="100%">

Presentation roles
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● Standard functionality: 
None! Slate does not add 
presentation roles to any 
HTML inherently.

● Level up! Add role=”none” or 
role="presentation" on any 
table that appears after the 
<head> CSS.

Presentation roles
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● What are they?
● Dictated by the FTC’s CAN-SPAM Act, an organization must provide its 

physical mailing address in the footer of all mass-marketing messages.
● This addition can be input via Database → Message Groups.

Message groups
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● Standard functionality: 
None! Starts out blank. It even 
says it is optional (it is not).

● Level up! Add your physical 
address to the Unsubscribe 
Organization in each group.

Message groups
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Consider the unintended benefits that come 
from designing systems to accommodate 
individuals with disabilities, which often lead to 
improvements that benefit everyone.

The Curb Cut Effect
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Thank You!

Hanna Kroskie
hkroskie@carnegiehighered.com

Nick Porcella
nporcella@carnegiehighered.com

Amy Shaiman
greenbal@miamioh.edu

mailto:eledder@carnegiehighered.com
mailto:eledder@carnegiehighered.com

